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Summer Evening 

Worship 
Mondays at 6:30 pm 
through August 31 

 

 

In this Messenger: 
 

1) Open Forum &  
Voters’ Meeting 

2) Pastor’s Devotion 

3) Calendar 

4) Finance & Attendance  

Anniversaries/Birthdays 

Lawn Mowing & Church 
Cleaning Help Needed 

5) Bylaw Updates  

Scholarship Applications 

 Retreats & Conferences 

6) Pictures – 

Ruth’s 100th birthday 

Softball 

 
 

 

 

THE MESSENGER 
 

Open Forum 

Join us on Sunday, July 12, at 10:15 am in the Fellowship Hall for an Open 

Forum. This is an opportunity to hear updates, ask questions, share ideas, 

and discuss matters related to the ministry and future direction of our 

congregation. Your participation and input are valuable as we work 

together to carry out Christ's mission among us. 

Confirmed members are encouraged to attend and take part in the discussion. 

Those needing remote access information should contact a council member. 

 

Voters Meeting 

The upcoming Voters Meeting will be held on Sunday, July 26, at 

10:15 am. This gathering provides an opportunity to discuss and take 

action on matters affecting our congregation and its ministry. 

Agenda items include: 

• Approval of the council-authorized furnace replacement purchase; 

• Presentation of proposed constitutional amendments (See page 5 of 

The Messenger for more information.); and 

• Elections for Northland Lutheran High School delegates. 

Voting members are encouraged to attend and participate in these important 

decisions. 

Those needing remote access information should contact a council member. 
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We Are Servants of Christ 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one 

died for all, and therefore all died. And he died for all, that those who 

live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 

them and was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:14-15) 

 

 

This month I received a letter summoning me for jury duty. To be honest, I would prefer not to do this, and 

possibly I might not be chosen for it. But if that isn’t the case, I will serve as a juror because that’s my civic 

duty to my country. 

 

As Christians we are servants of Christ. In fact, Scripture calls us slaves of Christ. The difference between 

earthly masters and Christ is that earthly masters may abuse their slaves. The difference between earthly 

slaves and us is that earthly slaves may hate their masters. But Christ, our heavenly Master, loves us. In his 

grace he has given us various gifts and talents that make each of us unique. In his wisdom he has prepared 

in advance opportunities for us to use our gifts and talents. 

 

One way we can use our gifts and talents as we serve Christ is in our congregation. Currently there are four 

places of service that our congregation needs help. Those four places of service are: ushering, mowing the 

lawn, church cleaning (especially the bathrooms), and Communion preparation. As your pastor I appeal to 

you that if you have gifts and talents to help with these needs, please serve. This doesn’t mean that the plan 

is for you to take this over and be your job forever; there can be multiple people serving the same need. If 

you are hesitant to help because you may have the gifts but don’t know how to do a certain task, training 

can easily be provided. 

 

But the greatest motivation I can give you to serve is found in Christ. Paul mentions that Christ’s love compels 

us. Christ served our need of salvation by using his gifts and talents perfectly on our behalf and gave up his 

life to take away our sins. To this day Christ serves our needs by providing for us and blessing us with 

everything we have. Therefore, as Christ lived, died, and continues to bless us, let us serve him and one 

another so that whatever we do we do it to the glory of our God and out of love for each other.   

 

- Pastor Neal Behm 
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July 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 

 
 

1 
 

2 
 
 
 

3 

 

4 

 

5 
   9:00 am  Worship  

   (Holy Communion) 

 

6 
6:30 pm  
Worship (Holy 
Communion) 

7 
 

8  
 

9 
 

10 

 

11 

 

12 
   9:00 am  Worship  

 10:15 am Open Forum 
 
  1:00 Softball @ Faith 

13 
6:30 pm  
Worship 

14 
6:00 pm  

  Council   
  Meeting 

 

15 

 
16 

 
17 
 

18 
 

19 
   9:00 am  Worship  

(Holy Communion) 

  TBD Softball 

20 
6:30 pm  
Worship (Holy 
Communion) 

21 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24  

5:00 – ?? pm 
Rusty’s Retreat 

25 
2:00 – ?? pm 
Rusty’s Retreat 
(rain date) 

26 
   9:00 am  Worship  

 10:15 am Voters’ Meeting 

  TBD Softball 

27 
6:30 pm  
Worship 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
 

31  

 

Save the Date: 

August 1-2: Softball Tournament (Saturday games at Immanuel and Faith; Sunday games at Faith) 

August 16: 2:00 pm Mini Golf; 4:00 pm Restaurant Meal 

 
 

  

WORSHIP LIVESTREAM Christ Ev. Lutheran Church provides an internet 

livestream broadcast during the services. The videos are available on the channel to 
watch at one’s convenience. Please fill in the Online Friendship Register at 
https://forms.gle/DtJGfDbpo1VeBYbo6 when you view a service. 
 

Subscribe to the YouTube channel youtube.com/@christmerrill to get updates about 
the live streaming schedule. 

8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM) 

9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill 

 

View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com 
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CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Our Offerings to the Lord (1/1 – 5/31/2026) 

Approved budget: $70,835 

Actual offerings: $66,648 

Actual spending: $69,189 

Missions: $7,000 

Northland Lutheran High School: $1,715 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our 
gospel work here and beyond. For more 
information see the Treasurer Report posted 
near the elevator. 

 

 
 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 
    1  Neil & Cynthia V.     3  Ken & Ellen C. 

 

JULY BIRTHDAYS 
  4 Levi K. 15  Vicki L. 

  9  Larry W.  16  Ken C. 

10  Lynda K.  20  Deana J. 

13  Cynthia V. 25  Jennifer H. 

14  Carl C. 30  Nick C. 

 

LAWN MOWING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

A lawn mowing sign-up sheet is 

available in the narthex for weekly 

mowing assignments through the end 

of September. 

Mowing responsibilities run from Wednesday through 

Saturday each week, providing flexibility to fit your 

schedule. Please consider signing up for a week to help 

care for our church and parsonage. 

Your service is greatly appreciated and helps maintain a 

welcoming appearance for our members and visitors. 

Please contact Mike S. with any questions. 

 

   

CHURCH CLEANING VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We are looking for additional volunteers to help with 

cleaning the church. Volunteers can choose which area(s) 

of the church they would like to clean and how often they 

are available to serve. This flexibility allows you to help in 

a way that fits your schedule and interests. 

This is a valuable way to serve the Lord and help maintain 

a clean, welcoming environment for members and visitors 

alike. 

If you are interested in learning more or would like to 

volunteer, please contact Mike S. for additional 

information. 

 

  
 

Please submit items for next month’s Messenger by the 20th of 

this month to ChristMerrillEducation@gmail.com. 

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages May 

Sunday Bible Study 19 

Teen Bible Study 4 

Sunday School  1 

Men’s Bible Study 5 

Women’s Discipleship Group 7 

Bell Tower worship 9 

HAS YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION CHANGED? Please 

write your current address, phone number(s), and/or email 

address on the Friendship Register page next to your name 

or on a colored paper found in the pew rack. Thanks. 

 

PRAYER SUPPORT: Are there things going on in 

your life, or the life of others, that you would like 

your church family to pray about at a church 

service or during the week?  Contact Pastor with 

a prayer request. 

mailto:ChristMerrillEducation@gmail.com
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Why Are Bylaw Updates Being Proposed? 

One question raised through the congregational 
survey asked what prompted the proposed 
constitution and bylaw updates. 

The proposal did not originate from a requirement 

of WELS or the district. Rather, it grew out of 

discussions within our congregation and Church 

Council regarding how we can best organize 

ourselves to carry out the ministry God has 

entrusted to us. 

As the Council reviewed our current structure, three 

primary goals emerged: 

• Simplify our leadership structure. 

• Increase opportunities for member 

involvement in ministry. 

• Support our mission more effectively. 

In exploring possible solutions, the Council reviewed 

governance resources, presentations, and sample 

bylaws that have been discussed within WELS in 

recent years. The Council found that some of these 

concepts aligned well with the needs of our 

congregation and used them as a starting point for 

discussion and adaptation. 

The resulting proposal has been shaped through 

Council discussions, open forums, congregational 

feedback, and the recent survey. Throughout the 

process, the goal has remained the same: to support 

gospel ministry, encourage member involvement, 

and provide a structure that serves our 

congregation well into the future. 

The Council appreciates the feedback received 

throughout this process and looks forward to 

continuing the conversation as the congregation 

reviews and considers the final proposal. 

Additional information and materials are available 
online or through any member of the Church 

Council.

   

FALL SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS NOW 

AVAILABLE 

Scholarship applications are now available for 

families with children attending WELS or ELS 

schools—including elementary, high school, college, 

and seminary. These scholarships are offered to 

help support Christian education and ease the 

financial burden for families in our congregation. 

Printed applications are located in the narthex near 

the basement stairwell, to the right of the education 

bulletin board. 

Please return completed applications to the Board 

of Christian Education mailbox by the first Sunday 

in September. 

Scholarship monies can also be applied for to 

attend retreats and conferences including those 

listed below. If you have any questions about the 

application process or eligibility, please contact a 

member of the church council. 

 

 

FALL RETREATS & CONFERENCES: 

September 25-27: Camp Phillip Women’s Retreat 

October 2-4: Camp Phillip Men’s Retreat 

October 16-18: Camp Phillip Fall Teen Retreat (8-12) 

October 17: Men of His Word Conference “Courage  
under Fire” in Milwaukee 

November 13-15: Camp Phillip Twenties and 
Thirties Retreat 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-r93rp2JNtphtaIUADJyVkmLejqjJ7EO?usp=drive_link
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-r93rp2JNtphtaIUADJyVkmLejqjJ7EO?usp=drive_link
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Ruth’s 100th Birthday Celebration 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Christ Lutheran/Mountain of the Lord Church Softball 
 

Derek 

Katelyn 

Jerome 
Scott 

Pastor, Lynda, 

& Mike cheer 

on the team. 

View the team schedule and 

game results at 

https://sites.google.com/view/

ncwchurchsoftball 


