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THE MESSENGER 

Summer Evenings in Christ 

Join us for one or more special evenings of faith, fellowship, 

and fun as we gather to grow in God’s Word! Summer 

Evenings in Christ is a time for all ages to connect with one 

another, strengthen our faith, and enjoy a summer night 

together. 
 

Dates: Wednesdays - June 3, 10, 17, 24 

Time: 5:30 - 7:00 pm 
 

Schedule: 

5:30-6:00 – Meal & Fellowship 

6:00-6:15 – Singing & Devotion  

6:15-7:00 – Bible Study (Grades 6-Adult) 

6:15-6:25 – Recess (Grades PK-5) 

6:25-7:00 – Bible Lesson & Activity (Grades PK-5) 

 

Come be refreshed in Christ this summer! Invite a friend and 

make it a great summer in Christ!  
 

Summer Evening Worship 

Mondays at 6:30 pm 

June 1 – August 31 

Will you be 

traveling this 

summer? 

Visit yearbook.wels.net 

and click on the 

Organizations tab to find a 

WELS church 

in which to 

worship. 
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God is the Father 
 

Pop Quiz: what do the universe, Jesus Christ, and Christians have in common? They all have the same father. 

In June we celebrate Father’s Day. There are many things from Scripture that can be said for fathers such as: 

fathers instructing their children in the faith or taking care of their children. These things are vital for fathers 

to do, and by no means am I ignoring this for this month’s devotion, but I am writing this devotion to focus 

on how God is the Father. 

God is the Father because of creation. Malachi 2:10 says, “Have we not all one Father? Did not one God 

create us?” Although God the Son and God the Holy Spirit also played a part in creation, it is God the Father 

who is credited as the one who made us. The biggest things of creation, the stars and planets, and the 

smallest things of creation, cells and atoms, were created by God the Father. Yet the greatest thing God the 

Father created was us, mankind. We were created in the perfect image of God. 

But we ruined God’s creation and lost the perfect image of God when we fell into sin. We see this in our 

relationship with our fathers and children. As fathers, we are not perfect. We can be harsh with our children, 

punish them unfairly, or take them for granted. As children, we didn’t always listen to our fathers, we don’t 

always appreciate their discipline, or we can take them for granted. And ultimately because of our sins we 

don’t deserve to call God our Father. 

But here we see another reason why God is called the Father. He is the Father of Jesus Christ. How exactly 

God the Father and Jesus Christ who are both eternal can have this relationship of father and son is something 

our minds can never understand. But this is what Scripture says. Another surprising thing about this 

relationship is what God the Father sent his Son to do. Would any of you, fathers, send your son whom you 

love to die for the worst of people? None of us would, but that’s what God the Father did. Jesus said, “Just 

as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up.” Because of Jesus, God’s Son, 

we have been saved from our sins. 

And this brings us to the final reason why God is the Father. Although all creation calls God their Father, as 

believers we call God our Father for a special reason. Galatians 3:26-27 says, “You are all sons of God through 

faith in Christ Jesus, for all of you were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” As believers 

we call God our Father because we have been adopted by faith. As believers we call God our Father because 

through baptism we are connected with Christ, God’s Son. 

So as we celebrate Father’s Day this month, let us not only show appreciation to our earthly fathers, but let 

us also show appreciation to God our Father. He is our Father for he made us. He is our Father for he sent his 

Son, Jesus Christ, to be our Savior. He is our Father because we have been adopted by him through faith and 

baptism. 

- Pastor Neal Behm 
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         June 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

1 

6:30 pm  
Worship 
 

2 

 
 

3 
5:30-7:00 pm 
Summer Evenings 

in Christ 

 

4 
 
 
 

5 

 

6 

 

7 
   9:00 am  Worship  

(Holy Communion) 

   1:00 pm Softball @ Immanuel 
 

8 

 
 
6:30 pm  
Worship (Holy 
Communion) 
 

9 
 

10  
5:30-7:00 pm 
Summer Evenings 

in Christ 

11 
6:00 pm  

  Fellowship 
  Committee   
  Meeting 
 

12 

 

13 

   

14 
   9:00 am  Worship  

   1:00 pm Softball @ Immanuel 
 

15 
6:30 pm  
Worship  

16 
6:00 pm  

  Council   
  Meeting 

17 

5:30-7:00 pm 
Summer Evenings 

in Christ 

18 
 

19 
 

20 

 

21 
   9:00 am  Worship  

(Holy Communion) 

   4:00 pm Softball @ Faith 

  3:30 pm Softball @ St. John’s 

22 
6:30 pm  
Worship (Holy 
Communion) 

23 
 

24 
5:30-7:00 pm 
Summer Evenings 

in Christ 

 

25 
 

26  

 

27 
 

28 
   9:00 am  Worship  

   1:00 pm Softball @ St. John’s 

 

29 
6:30 pm  
Worship 

30     

  
 
 

 

 

SAVE THE DATES! 

July 13 – Open Forum 

July 25-26 – Church Family get-together @ Rusty’s 

July 27 – Voters’ Meeting 

  

WORSHIP LIVESTREAM Christ Ev. Lutheran Church provides an internet 

livestream broadcast during the services. The videos are available on the channel to 
watch at one’s convenience. Please fill in the Online Friendship Register at 
https://forms.gle/DtJGfDbpo1VeBYbo6 when you view a service. 
 

Subscribe to the YouTube channel youtube.com/@christmerrill to get updates about 
the live streaming schedule. 

8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM) 

9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill 
 

View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com 

Family Fest @  
Camp Phillip      
(Fri-Sun) 

 

Western Wisconsin  
District Convention 
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YOU’RE INVITED TO CELEBRATE 

RUTH’S 100TH BIRTHDAY! Church 

member Ruth K. is turning 100 years old this 

month and everyone is welcome to join a 

celebration on Sunday, June 7 following the 

worship service. There will be snacks, coffee, 

and cake available in the fellowship area. 

 

 CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Our Offerings to the Lord (1/1 through 4/30/26) 

Approved budget: $56,668 

Actual offerings: $52,509 

Actual spending: $58,910 

Missions: $5,600 

Northland Lutheran High School: $1,715 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our 
gospel work here and beyond. For more 
information, see the Treasurer Report 
posted near the elevator. 

 

 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

14  Bill & Carol W.    24  Mike & Renee S. 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

1 Megan C. 12 Nicole Z. 23 Jim D. 

4 Sully R. 19 Mike K. 23 Katelyn S. 

9 Terry F. 20 Leon M. 25 Alan Z. 

9 Ruth K. 
 

STRENGTHENING OUR MINISTRY TOGETHER 
 

Thank you to everyone who has participated in the open 

forums, conversations, and recent congregational survey 

regarding the proposed constitution and bylaw updates. 

Your feedback has been thoughtful, encouraging, and 

helpful as the Church Council continues refining the 

proposal. 

 

Many members expressed appreciation for the goals 

behind the updates, including clearer leadership roles, 

greater flexibility in ministry, and improved communication 

and coordination. Questions and concerns raised focused 

primarily on areas such as the nomination process, 

congregational involvement in decision-making, and how 

certain parts of the structure would function in practice. 

 

The proposed updates continue to preserve congregational 

authority for major decisions while encouraging broader 

communication, participation, and involvement in ministry 

throughout the congregation. 

 

The Council will review all feedback received at its June 

meeting and plans to finalize the proposal at that time 

before submitting it to the district constitution committee 

for review. 

 

These conversations have been valuable and have helped 

strengthen the proposal moving forward. Thank you for 

your continued participation, prayers, and support as we 

seek to carry out ministry together in a clear, unified, and 

Christ-centered way. 

 

Additional information and materials are available online or 

through any member of the Church Council. 

 

SHUT-IN VISITATION: Members are encouraged to visit 

and/or keep our shut-ins in our prayers.  Please reach out 

to Pastor or an elder for contact information. 

Brad B.,  Jim & Donna D.,  Laurene H., Tom L.,  

Phil M., Lorna P., Kathleen P., Dick S., Mary T. 

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages April 

Sunday Adult Bible Study 16 

Sunday School 2 

Teen Bible Study 3 

Wednesday Bible Study 11 

Men’s Bible Study 5 

Women’s Discipleship Group 6 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-r93rp2JNtphtaIUADJyVkmLejqjJ7EO?usp=drive_link

