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THE MESSENGER 

Summer Evenings in Christ 

Join us for three special evenings of faith, fellowship, and 

fun as we gather to grow in God’s Word! Summer Evenings 

in Christ is a time for all ages to connect with one another, 

strengthen our faith, and enjoy a summer night together. 

 

Dates: Wednesdays, June 3, 10, 17, and 24 

Time: 5:30 - 7:00 pm 

 

Schedule: 

5:30-6:00 – Meal & Fellowship 

6:00-6:15 – Singing & Devotion  

6:15-7:00 – Bible Study (Grades 6-Adult) 

6:15-6:25 – Recess (Grades PK-5) 

6:25-7:00 – Bible Lesson & Activity (Grades PK-5) 

 

Come be refreshed in Christ this summer! Invite a friend and 

make it a great summer in Christ! For more information or 

to volunteer, contact Colleen. 
 

Summer Evening Worship 

Mondays at 6:30 pm 

June 1 – August 31 
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Bonds of Love 
 

“Do not hide your face from me, do not turn your servant away in anger;  

you have been my helper. Do not reject me or forsake me, O God my Savior.  

Though my father and mother forsake me, the LORD will receive me.” (Psalm 27:9-10). 
 

On May 10th we will be celebrating Mother’s Day, and what a blessing motherhood is both for mothers and for 

children. Even before we were born we heard our mother’s voice and the songs and melodies that she would 

sing and hum to us. When our mothers heard our cries for the first time this brought tears of joy to her eyes. 

Our mothers were the first ones to teach us about our ABCs, 123s, and about Jesus as our Savior. As mothers 

you have the joy of watching your children grow. And for us who are now adults who no longer live with our 

mothers, we still love and thank them for everything they did for us and still do for us.  

 

So it is appropriate for us to think of our mothers and thank them, not only on Mother’s Day but every day. Yet, 

I, and possibly you as well, have experienced people who do not like Mother’s Day, not because of the 

commercialism but for different reasons. Some people didn’t grow up with a mother. Some people grew up with 

mothers who weren’t kind and loving as they should have been. Some people, now as adults, have a poor 

relationship with their mothers. Therefore, the concept of celebrating Mother’s Day can bring grief and hard 

feelings. 

 

And how is it possible that people can have grief and hard feelings with their mothers? It’s because of our sinful 

nature. As children we don’t perfectly honor our mothers as we should, and even growing up as adults we still 

don’t perfectly honor them and therefore poor relationships can happen. As mothers we may not perfectly love 

our children and care for them as we should. So it is possible that a mother may forsake her own child. 

 

It is for this very reason I quoted the passage above from the book of Psalms. I would encourage you to read 

Psalm 27 which begins by saying that the Lord is our light and salvation and therefore we have nothing to fear. 

We don’t even have to fear if our own fathers and mothers forsake us because the Lord receives us. He never 

hides his face from us but always turns his face toward us to listen and to help us. Although the Lord should 

reject and forsake us because of our sins, Jesus Christ was rejected and forsaken by his Father on the cross so 

that he can be our Savior. Therefore, as strong as a bond of love is between a mother and her child, the bond 

of love between the Lord and us is even stronger.  

 

So as we celebrate Mother’s Day thanking our mothers for everything they do, let us also thank our Lord who 

has given us our mothers. And if you don’t plan on celebrating Mother’s Day for whatever reason because of 

your past, we can still thank our Lord for he never rejects or forsakes us because he is our Savior who will 

receive us both now and forevermore. 

 

- Pastor Neal Behm
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May/June 2026 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 

   
 

2 

 

3 

  9:00 am  Worship  

(Holy Communion) 

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

4 

 

5 

 

6 

9:00 am 
Adult Bible 
Study 

 
 

7 

 

8 

 

9 

10:00 am 

Highway 

Cleanup 

 

10 
    9:00 am  Worship  
 

11 

6:00 pm 
Council 
Meeting 

12 

6:30 pm 
Women’s 
Discipleship 
Group 
 
6:30 pm 
Men's Bible 
Study 

13 

9:00 am 
Adult Bible 
Study 
 
6:30 pm  
Choir Practice 
 

14 

   
 

15 

 

16 

8:00 am 
Open House, 

Free Sale & 

Cookout 

17 

    9:00 am  Worship & 
Confirmation 

(Holy Communion) 

 

18 

 

19 
  2:00 pm 
Worship @  
Bell Tower 

20 

 

21 
   
 

22 
 

23 
10:00 am 

Highway 

Cleanup    

(rain date) 

 

24 

    9:00 am  Worship  

25 

 

26 
 

27 
 

28 29 30 

31 

  9:00 am  Worship 

1 

6:30 pm 

Worship 

2 3 

5:30-7:00 pm 

Summer 

Evenings in 

Christ 

4 5 6 

8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM) 

9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill 
 

View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com 

https://www.youtube.com/@christmerrill
http://www.christmerrill.com/default.asp?sec_id=180003583
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WOMEN’S DISCIPLESHIP GROUP: 

Tuesday, May 12 at 6:30 pm. We will be 

looking at the account of Naomi and Ruth.  All 

women are invited. 
 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY: May 12 at 6:30 pm. 

All men are invited to attend. 
 

 

 
 

SHUT-IN VISITATION: Members are 

encouraged to visit and/or keep our shut-ins 

in our prayers.  Please reach out to Pastor or 

an elder for contact information. 

Brad B.,  Jim & Donna D.,  Laurene H., Tom L.,  

Phil M., Lorna P., Kathleen P., Dick S., Mary T.  

CHURCH SOFTBALL SEASON:  

May 17 is the team’s first game.  Visit 

https://sites.google.com/view/ncwchurchsoftball  

for the complete schedule. 

 

OUR OFFERINGS TO THE LORD (1/1 through 3/31/26)  

Approved budget: $42,501 

Actual offerings: $37,896 

Actual spending: $45,350 

Missions: $2,800 

Northland Lutheran High School: $1,715 
 

Thank you for your continued support of our gospel work 

here and beyond.  For more information see the Treasurer 

Report posted near the elevator. 

 

 

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages March 

Sunday Adult Bible Study 17 

Wednesday Adult Bible Study 11 

Men’s Bible Study 5 

Women’s Discipleship Group 4 

Sunday School 1 

Teen Bible Study 3 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 
  2  Donna P.   15  Joe P. 

  3 Ashley K.   16  Karen Y. 

  6 Frank A.   17  Dave P. 

10  Renee W.   20  Avery K. 

10  Daniel W.   25  Mitchell S. 

13  Austin W.   26 Brenda R. 

14  Kathleen P.  29 Russ R. 

 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 
17  Jesse & Jenny Z. 

18  Jim & Karen Y. 

19  Matt & Diane T. 

29  Jim & Donna D. 

31  Chris & Billie R. 

 

Your Offerings at Work: 

Supporting Ministry Together 

Growing in Faith at Every Stage of Life 

Christian education is not limited to one age group—it 

is a lifelong journey. 

The 2026 budget supports adult discipleship, youth 

ministry, summer Bible study, and the church library 

(including the periodicals Forward in Christ and 

Meditations). These ministries provide opportunities 

for learning, discussion, and growth in God’s Word for 

children, teens, and adults alike. 

While participation levels vary, our commitment 

remains consistent: to offer faithful instruction rooted 

in Scripture and focused on Christ. Your offerings help 

ensure that these opportunities remain available, 

supported, and accessible to current and future 

members. 

Every lesson taught and every conversation around 

God’s Word is part of this shared investment. 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/ncwchurchsoftball
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MEDITATIONS: Each issue has a Scripture reading, devotion, and prayer for each day. Sign up on the hallway 

bulletin board by May 31 to reserve your copy. The individual cost of the periodical is $19 (regular print) and 

$25.50 (large print) for the year. Consider providing an additional offering to help cover some or all the cost. 

 

WELS Night at the Brewers 2026 will be Friday, August 7th 

vs. the Minnesota Twins!  Tickets are available now at 

www.brewers.com/wels. 

 

 

Strengthening Our Ministry Together: Proposed Updates 

As Christ Lutheran Church continues to carry out our mission of proclaiming Christ and serving others, it is 

important that the way we organize ourselves supports that work well. For that reason, the Church Council has 

developed a set of proposed constitution and bylaw updates and shared them with the congregation for review 

and discussion. 

These proposed updates are not about changing our doctrine, our mission, or who we are as a congregation. 

Rather, they are intended to help us be clearer, more unified, and more effective in how we carry out ministry 

together. Over time, the ways we plan, communicate, and serve have naturally developed. These updates seek 

to bring our governing documents into closer alignment with how ministry is happening today and how we 

hope to move forward. 

The proposed updates aim to: 

• Clarify leadership roles and responsibilities 

• Encourage broader participation in ministry through flexible teams 

• Improve communication and coordination across ministries 

• Preserve congregational authority in key decisions while supporting thoughtful, prayerful discernment 

The goal is to remove unnecessary obstacles, reduce confusion, and free both leaders and members to focus on 

what matters most—sharing the Gospel, caring for one another, and serving our community in Christ’s name. 

Please take time to review the materials that have been made available, pray for wisdom, and consider how 

these updates may support the ministry God has entrusted to us—both now and in the future. 

As part of this process, questions raised at the April 12 Open Forum included the proposed name of the future 

church council, the nomination process at the annual meeting, and how boards function within a ministry team 

structure. The Church Council will review this feedback, along with input from the April 28 Open Forum and a 

future survey, at its June meeting and plans to finalize the language at that time. The proposal will then be 

submitted to the district constitution committee for review. 

We look forward to continuing these conversations and moving ahead together, grounded in Christ and united 

in purpose. 

http://go.pardot.com/e/335031/wels/4gh8l6g/2687569138/h/rOkTxWmUT2CC1Md31dBSRN6NLmeh8TAjix-MIXl--HQ
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1-r93rp2JNtphtaIUADJyVkmLejqjJ7EO?usp=drive_link
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