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Fellowship Opportunities 
Sunday, March 15 2:00–4:00 pm Bowling at Lincoln Lanes 

   4:30 pm  Meal at Pine Ridge Restaurant 

Sign up for one or both activities on the bulletin board in the church hallway. 

 

Lent Potluck Meals 

Wednesdays in March at 5:15 pm. 

Bring a dish to pass. Worship services follow at 6:30 pm. 

 
Midweek Lenten Worship Services – 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, March 4  Pastor Russow  

“The Truth, the Whole Truth, and Nothing but the Truth” 
 

Wednesday, March 11 Pastor from Medford 

    “The Kingly Priest” 
 

Wednesday, March 18 Pastor Willitz 

  “Look at the One Who Was Pierced” 
 

Wednesday, March 25 Pastor DeGier 

    “Return to Me!” 
 

Thursday, April 2 Holy Thursday 
 

Friday, April 3  Good Friday 

 

Easter Celebration 
Sunday, April 5 9:00 am Worship followed by breakfast 
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Confession 

During the season of Lent a lot of emphasis is placed on confession. But what exactly is confession? What 

sins should we confess? To whom should I confess my sins? How do I know if I have committed sin? How 

should I feel after I confess my sins? What should I do when someone confesses their sins to me?  

 

Thankfully, Martin Luther in his Small Catechism gives us the answer to these questions based on what 

Scripture says. Therefore, for this month’s devotion I simply want us to remember what Luther wrote to us. 

 

First: What is confession?  

Confession has two parts. The one is that we confess our sins; the other, that we receive absolution or 

forgiveness from the pastor as from God himself, not doubting but firmly believing that our sins are thus 

forgiven before God in heaven. 

 

Second: What sins should we confess?  

Before God we should plead guilty of all sins, even those we are not aware of, as we do in the Lord’s Prayer. 

But before the pastor we should confess only those sins which we know and feel in our hearts.  

 

Third: How can we recognize these sins?  

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments. Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, 

employer, or employee? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you hurt anyone by word or 

deed? Have you been dishonest, careless, wasteful, or done other wrong? 

 

Fourth: How will the pastor assure a penitent sinner of forgiveness?  

He will say, “By the authority of Christ, I forgive you your sins in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 

of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” 

 

- Pastor Neal Behm 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Everyone Outreach kicks off with a 1-

day workshop on Saturday, March 7 
from 9:00 am to 2:30 pm with lunch 
provided. Each participant will leave the 
workshop with sustainable ways to 
personally help build our congregation’s 
outreach culture. We encourage every 
member of our congregation to attend the 
workshop and participate. 

Questions? Visit everyoneoutreach.com or contact Jacob M.   
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         March 2026 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

   9:00 am  Worship  
(Holy Communion) 

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

2 

 

3 

 

4 

 9:00 am 
 Adult Bible Study 

5:15 pm Meal 

6:30 pm  
Lenten Worship 

7:30 pm 
  Choir Practice  

5 

  

6 
 

7 

9:00 am 
Everyone 
Outreach 
Workshop 

8 
   9:00 am  Worship  

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

  3:00 pm Northland Lutheran 
High School 
Lent/Easter Concert 

9 

6:00 pm  
Council 
Meeting 

 

10 

6:30 pm   
Men's Bible Study 

6:30 pm 
Women’s 
Discipleship Group 

11 

 9:00 am 
 Adult Bible Study 

5:15 pm Meal 

6:30 pm  
Lenten Worship 

7:30 pm 
Choir Practice 

 

12 

   
 

13 

 7:30 pm 
 Swing  
 Dancing 

14 
 

15 

    9:00 am  Worship  
(Holy Communion) 

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

2:00 pm Bowling at Lincoln Lanes 

4:30 pm Meal at Pine Ridge 

16 

 

17 
2:00 pm 

Worship @ Bell 
Tower 

18  

 9:00 am 
 Adult Bible Study 

5:15 pm Meal 

6:30 pm  
Lenten Worship 

7:30 pm 
Choir Practice 

19 20 

 

21 
Spring Teen 
Retreat at 
Camp Phillip 
(Fri-Sun) 

22 

    9:00 am  Worship  

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

 

23 24 

 

25 

 9:00 am 
 Adult Bible Study 

5:15 pm Meal 

6:30 pm  
Lenten Worship 

7:30 pm 
Choir Practice 

26 

 

27 

 

28 
 

29 

    9:00 am  Worship  

  10:30 am  Sunday School 
  10:30 am  Teen Bible Study 
  10:30 am  Adult Bible Study 

30 31     

 

 
8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM) 

9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill 

View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com 

https://www.youtube.com/@christmerrill
http://www.christmerrill.com/default.asp?sec_id=180003583
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! Please join us in 

welcoming Adam and his son Matthias to our 

church family. We are grateful that they have joined 

our congregation and look forward to growing 

together in faith and fellowship. 

We also warmly welcome their family—Sigrid and 

Annika—and pray God’s blessings on their entire 

household. We invite everyone to extend a warm 

greeting and help them feel at home among us. 

 

  
 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

  3 Sveta H.    18 Andrei H. 
  7 Jacob A.  19 Danielle T. 
11 Michael N.  28 Laurene H. 
12 Kendra K.  29 James P. 
17 Wayne P.  

   
 

MARCH ANNIVERSARY 
16 Dan & Lisa K.  

 

Your Offerings at Work: 
Supporting Ministry Together 

Worship, Word, and Spiritual Care 
Regular worship and pastoral care are central to our 

life together as a congregation—and they are made 

possible through faithful stewardship. 

Nearly 40% of the 2026 budget supports pastoral 

ministry, including salary and benefits. This allows 

our pastor to devote his time and energy to 

preaching and teaching God’s Word, visiting 

members, and providing spiritual guidance and 

leadership. 

Additional funding through the Board of Elders 

supports our keyboardists, music, sacrament 

supplies, and substitute preachers when needed. 

Together, these offerings help make our weekly 

worship services consistent, meaningful, and 

centered on Christ. 

Your offerings sustain not only weekly services, but 

the ongoing spiritual care of the congregation. 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

The Council approved the appointment of Chris as 

Vice President and Losha as Stewardship & 

Finance Chairman. The Council also approved a 

position change for Leon, who will now serve as 

Fellowship Chairman. 

The Education Ministry Team was renewed as an 

ad hoc team to support education ministry, with 

Colleen appointed as coordinator. Additional 

board, committee and team appointments will be 

posted on the bulletin board by the elevator as 

they are approved. 

We thank all who are willing to serve and ask the 

congregation to keep these leaders and teams in 

your prayers. 

 

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages - January 

Guests at Worship – 22 

Teen Bible Study – 2 

Sunday School – 2 

Wednesday Bible Study – 10 

Men’s Bible Study – 4 

Women’s Discipleship Group – 7 

Women’s Hospitality Group - 4 

CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Our Offerings to the Lord (1/1 through 1/31/26) 

Approved budget: $14,167 

Actual offerings: $10,753 

Actual spending: $19,627 

Missions: $1,400 
Northland Lutheran High School: $915 

Thank you for your continued support of our gospel 
work here and beyond. For more information see the 
Treasurer Report posted near the elevator. 
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How do I get to our Livestreamed Services? 

 

Have you ever: 

▪ been sick or otherwise not able to come to church on Sunday?   

▪ gotten home from work too late to catch the evening Lenten service in person?   

▪ been out of town and missed a service?  

▪ wanted to rewatch part of a service that you did attend?  

That is why we have a YouTube channel.  While we would prefer to see you in person, we understand you sometimes 

can’t make it. For those reasons there are several ways for you to get to the channel on your computer, smartphone or 

tablet. 

Direct – Go to www.youtube.com/@christmerrill then click the “live” menu just above the videos, then 

“latest” which will pop up just below that.  Choose the video you wish to watch (the latest video comes up 

first).  If you would like to be notified of the next video that is published or when we go live, click the subscribe 

button and choose the “all notifications" option.   

Facebook – Go to www.facebook.com/christmerrill. Scroll down and you will either find the link to the 

livestream or if it is over, that same link will take you to the recording.  This is simply a link to the same 

YouTube video as described above.   

The Christ Merrill website  - Go to www.christmerrill.com. Scroll down to the “Worship” section and find the 

”livestream” link; click on it and it will take you to the livestream or recording if it is already over.   

No matter how you choose to reach the livestream service, we hope you enjoy it and hit the Thumbs up button.  

When you are feeling better or the weather blows over, we look forward to seeing you again in person.  

Until then, thanks for watching and God Bless. 

~ Ken C., Technology Committee Chairman 

 

Here is the direct link to the presentation about Northland Lutheran High School 

as recorded live at Christ Lutheran on  January 25, 2026: 

https://www.youtube.com/live/qT6XkQV5Wzo?si=nCcL2m4iZIO3jv7C 

  

http://www.youtube.com/@christmerrill
http://www.facebook.com/christmerrill
http://www.christmerrill.com/
https://www.youtube.com/live/qT6XkQV5Wzo?si=nCcL2m4iZIO3jv7C


THE MESSENGER  PAGE 6 MARCH 2026 

 

Souper Bowl Sunday 

 

      

 

Women’s Hospitality Group 

          

 

Teen care packages include a devotion book, highlighter, sticky notes, and heart 
container with candy; Young women care packages include a Bible verse coloring book 

and colored pencils, bookmark, notebook, magnets, and safety whistle. 

Leon, Jacob, Tyler, and Tom are voted the winners of the “Best Soup” award. 

 

Women of the congregation 

write notes of encouragement 

and assemble care packages 

for the teens and young 

women of our church.   

 


