THE MESSENGER

February 2026 The newsletter of Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church

Souper Bowl Sunday O ED) @
Sunday, February 8 at 11:30 am -

In this Messenger:

Sign up on the bulletin board to enter a soup in the competition or just

bring a dish to pass and come be a taster and choose your favorite soup. 1) Souper Bowl Sunday
Lent Potluck Meals
Lent Potluck Meals Lenten Services

Wednesdays beginning February 18 at 5:15 pm.
. . . . 2) Pastor’s Devotion
Bring a dish to pass. Worship services follow at 6:30 pm.

3) Calendar
Midweek Lenten Worship Services — 6:30 pm
Ash Wednesday, February 18 Pastor Behm 4) New Members
“What’s He Worth to You?” Women’s Hospitality
Group

Wednesday, February 25 Pastor Bittorf
“Scattered Sheep”

Church Council
Birthdays/Anniversaries

Wednesday, March 4 Pastor Russow WELS Youth Night

“The Truth, the Whole Truth, and Nothing but the Truth” Attendance Updates

Wednesday, March 11 Pastor from Medford 5) Scholarship Fund

The Kingly Priest Financial Updates

Wednesday, March 18 Pastor Willitz
“Look at the One Who Was Pierced”

6) Everyone Outreach
Webinar: You Are an

Wednesday, March 25 Pastor DeGier Influencer

“Return to Me!” i 7 Lenten Devotions

Thursday, April 2 Holy Thursday 7-8) Pictures

Friday, April 3 Good Friday FiniShed

The Holy Week Prophecies of Zechariah
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"For I am CONVINCED that neither DEATH NOR LIFE, neither angels nor demons, neither
the PRESENT nor the FUTURE, nor ANY POWERS, neither height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord." Romans 8:38-39

Keep Your Eyes Fixed on Jesus

“If it ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” This phrase means that if something works and is beneficial then there’s no
reason to change it. I'm applying this same type of thinking to this month’s devotion. | was trying to write a
devotion about Groundhog Day, but nothing was really coming to mind. So | went online to see if | could find
a devotion | could adapt, and | found this devotion by a retired WELS pastor. But since the devotion is so
good on its own, | didn’t want to adapt it in any way but simply let you read what another pastor had to say.
May this devotion give you comfort and guidance:

“According to old superstitions if February 2nd is a sunny day the groundhog will become frightened of his
shadow and will go back into his den. That is a sign that spring will be delayed. If it is a cloudy day the
groundhog won't see and be frightened by his shadow and will stay outside. This means an early spring.

Sometimes even as Christians we become afraid of our shadows. We worry about sickness, finances, the
future and a myriad of other things. Actually they are imaginary in the sense that they can't separate us from
the love of God that we have because of Christ's sacrifice for our sins on the cross.

In Romans 8:38-39 Scripture says, "For | am CONVINCED that neither DEATH NOR LIFE, neither angels nor
demons, neither the PRESENT nor the FUTURE, nor ANY POWERS, neither height nor depth, nor anything else
in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord."

So how do you deal with the frightening shadows around us? Well, when Peter began to walk on water, it
wasn't because of his own effort. It happened simply because he was looking at Jesus rather than at the
"shadows" around him (the wind and the waves.) (Matthew 14:22-33)

So KEEP your eyes FIXED on Jesus, his words, and promises, not on the frightening shadows!

DEAR LORD, MAY THIS DAY BE A REMINDER TO CONFRONT MY SHADOWS BY KEEPING MY EYES FIXED ON
YOU AND YOUR WORD. AMEN.”

- Pastor Neal Behm
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February 2026

View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com

1:30 pm WELS Youth Night

Lenten Worship

7:30 pm
Choir Practice

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday |Thursday| Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9:00 am Worship 9:00 am
(Holy Communion) Adult Bible Study
10:30 am Sunday School 6:30 pm
10:30 am Teen Bible Study Choir Practice
10:30 am Adult Bible Study
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
9:00 am Worship 6:00 pm | 6:30 pm 9:00 am 7:30 pm
10:30 am Sunday School Couns:il Men's Bible Study Adult Bible Study Swing
10:30 am Teen Bible Study Meeting 6:30 pm 6:30 pm Dancing
10:30 am Adult Bible Study Women’s Choir Practice
11:30 am Souper Bowl meal Discipleship Group
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
9:00 am Worship 2:00 pm 9:00 am Men of His
(Holy Communion) Worship @ Bell Tower| Adult Bible Study Word
Conference
10:30 am Sunday School 6:00 pm 5:15 pm Meal - Oshkosh
10:30 am Teen Bible Study Northland Lutheran 6:30 bm
10:30 am Adult Bible Study High School Open =oP
Forum Ash Wednesday
Worship
7:00 pm
NLHS Delegate 7:30 pm
Meeting Choir Practice
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
9:00 am Worship 9:00 am 9:00 am
10:30 am Sunday School Adult Bible Study \Avozmif;“i
10:30 am Teen Bible Study 5:15 pm Meal GroEp ¥
10:30 am Adult Bible Study 6:30 pm

8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM)
9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill

=+SAVE THE DATE for bowling Sunday, March 15 at 2:00 pm at Lincoln Lanes, restaurant meal to follow.
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https://www.youtube.com/@christmerrill
http://www.christmerrill.com/default.asp?sec_id=180003583

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! Please join
in welcoming Tyler and Miranda, along with
their son Levi, to our church family. We are
grateful that they have chosen to join us, and
we look forward to getting to know them and
growing together in faith. We invite everyone
to extend a warm greeting and help them feel
at home among us.

WOMEN'’S HOSPITALITY GROUP will be
meeting on Friday, January 30 and Friday,
February 27 from 9:00 to 10:30 am in the
lower level of the church near the library. We
will continue our study on Biblical Hospitality
and create care packages for the teenagers
and twenty-somethings in our congregation.

COUNCIL POSITIONS UPDATE

Please join us in welcoming and praying for
our newly elected council members: Tom Z.,
Secretary; Mike S., Chair of the Board of
Church Property; and Jacob M., Chair of the
Evangelism Committee. We give thanks for
their willingness to serve and for the
leadership and gifts they bring to these
roles.

We also extend our heartfelt thanks to
Chris, Mike K., and Alan for their faithful
and dedicated service in their previous
positions. Their commitment and care have
been a blessing to our congregation, and we
are grateful for the ways they have
supported Christ’s work among us.

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
2 Neil V. 10 Jenny Z. 18 JimY.
3 Connor M. 17 Amanda K. 20 Jennifer M.

FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARY ~ ?\ :
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21 D . N
Jason & DeanaJ \\;\
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A MESSAGE FROM THE KROPP FAMILY:

We would like to thank our family at Christ Lutheran for all
of the support that was shown to Melisa and our entire
family as we went through Melisa’s cancer journey. We
are very blessed to have so many in our corner. God Is

Good!! --Michael & Lynda Kropp & family

SUNDAY SCHOOL & TEEN BIBLE STUDY

All Christ Lutheran children in Kindergarten to 6th grade
are encouraged to participate in Sunday School after the
Sunday worship services. The teens (7th-12th grade) also
have their own study during this time.

WELS YOUTH NIGHT: SNOW TUBING

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 22 1:30-5:00 pm

An afternoon of fun and fellowship at Sylvan Hill in Wausau
(1329 Sylvan St). Come anytime between 1:30pm and 3pm
for tubing; pizza and devotion at 3pm. Event concludes at
5pm. Cost is $5 per teen. Snacks and hot cocoa will also be
served. We rented the party room, so feel free to tube as
much or as little as you like. All area teens from 8th grade to
12th grade are invited and are encouraged to bring friends.
WELS membership is not required.

REGISTER ONLINE: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
9040A48AEAF22AAF94-58533890-wels

If you have any questions, contact Pastor Schnake at 715-
348-2075 or pastors@mysaintpeter.org.

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages - December

Guests at Sunday Worship — 9
Guests at Midweek Advent Worship — 0
Guests at Christmas Eve Worship — 12
Guests at Christmas Day Worship — 20
Bell Tower Worship —7

Sunday Adult Bible Study — 17
Teen Bible Study — 3

Sunday School -1

Wednesday Bible Study — 7
Men’s Bible Study — 4

Women’s Discipleship Group — 6
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SCHOLARSHIP FUND OPPORTUNITY
Christ Lutheran Church is committed to
helping members grow in faith and service by
removing financial barriers where possible.
Through our Scholarship Fund, assistance is
available for a variety of faith-based
education and ministry opportunities.

The Scholarship Fund may be used to help with:

e Tuition at WELS or ELS schools (Preschool
through Seminary)

e Camp Phillip events

e Church, district, and synod events, including
youth events, conferences, and continuing
education

Who may apply?
Members in good standing who regularly
participate in worship are encouraged to

apply.

What assistance is available?

e WELS/ELS Schools: Up to two-thirds of tuition,
as funds allow, paid directly to the school

e Camp Phillip: A 10% registration discount, with
possible additional assistance

e Church & Synod Events: Assistance with
registration, travel, and lodging, as funds allow

How to apply:

Application forms are available in the wall
letter tray near the education bulletin board.
Please note that most requests must be
submitted at least one month in advance,
and school tuition requests have semester-
based deadlines.

If you or your family could benefit from this
support, we encourage you to apply. This
fund exists so that financial concerns do not
stand in the way of Christian education,
service, and growth in God’s Word.

For questions, please contact a member of
the Church Council.

THE MESSENGER

&R &R &R &R &R

CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE
Our Offerings to the Lord (1/1 through 12/31/25)

Approved budget: $168,054

Actual offerings: $140,544

Actual spending: $144,884

Missions: $16,800

Northland Lutheran High School: $6,000

Thank you for your continued support of our gospel
work here and beyond. For more information see the
Treasurer Report posted near the elevator.

Your Offerings at Work:
Supporting Ministry Together

Sharing Christ Beyond Our Walls

From the beginning, Christ Lutheran Church has
understood that ministry extends beyond our own
congregation. Your offerings make that possible.

In 2026, more than 13% of our budget is dedicated
directly to mission work. Through synod mission
offerings, we support gospel proclamation, church
planting, and ministry efforts both nationally and
internationally. Our continued support of Northland
Lutheran High School helps equip young people with a
Christ-centered education grounded in God’s Word.

Locally, our Evangelism Committee uses offerings to
support outreach efforts such as advertising, radio
ministry, and mailed invitations to Easter and Christmas
services. These efforts help ensure that people in our
community—many without a church home—continue to
hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.

When you give, you are participating in Christ’s mission
far beyond what we can see on a Sunday morning.
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EVERYONE OUTREACH

BUILDING A CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH CULTURE

Save the Date for the Everyone Outreach workshop!

The program will help us build a culture of outreach so that every ministry and every member is encouraged
and equipped to reach the lost in our community.

Everyone Outreach kicks off with a 1-day workshop on Saturday, March 7. The interactive workshop will help
us discover some of our hidden thought habits that may keep us from being active in outreach. Then, we will
learn ways to change those thought habits so that, as a result, our outreach actions change as well. Each
participant will leave the workshop with sustainable ways to personally help build our congregation’s outreach

culture.

Questions? Visit everyoneoutreach.com or contact Jacob M.

We encourage every member of our congregation to attend the workshop and participate. In fact, the more
members that attend, the more likely it is that our culture shift will be successful!

You Are an Influencer

Discover how God designed you to make an impact—righz where you are.

God uniquely equips his people to shape hearts, support
the mission of the church, and reflect Christ in everyday
moments. Our end goal isn’t monetary profit but a gain
for God’s kingdom by pointing others to Christ!

To equip and encourage women around this topic,
WELS Women’s Ministry is hosting a webinar on

Thursday, February 19 from 7-8 p.m. entitled
“You are an influencer!”

This webinar is for anyone who wants to use their God-
given influence with purpose intentionally and
positively—especially women who may feel limited by
formal roles yet want to make a tremendous impact
through service, relationships, and everyday faithfulness.

Register at https://wels.zoom.us/webinar/register
/WN_DnrRujNOQ-KXofgdex1PKA#/registration
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Lenten Devotions

The events of Jesus’ crucifixion are familiar to many, and we
often focus on the entire story of his death and resurrection.
But at times, it’s also good to consider various events
associated with the crucifixion individually. This Lenten
season, WELS Women’s Ministry invites you to join us in an in-
depth look at some of the events Matthew records in his
gospel. Journey with us from Calvary’s hill to the temple, from
the tombs of holy people to Jesus’ own tomb, and all the way
to the depths of hell. Travel with us from the cross to the grave
as we consider the significance of these events for our lives
today.

Subscribe at https://wels.net/womens-ministry-devotions-
subscription/
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Youth Education Activity Day

i ‘ g

Derek created Christmas crafts.

Game Night

THE MESSENGER PAGE 7 FEBRUARY 2026



Christmas Day Worship

Pastor Behm

Mari delivers a
arion _
' //’:} i — Christmas
# playing a J
é Christmas EX sermon.
P
Katelyn (clarinet) _INstrumentalists
Ellen (flute) Lee (bass)
Jennifer (violin) Scott
(saxophone)
Derek
(saxophone)
Adam
| (trombone)
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