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Open Forum

Sunday, January 11 at 10:30 am — Church Fellowship Hall
We’re inviting all members to join us for an Open Forum! This is a great 1) Open Forum

In this Messenger:

opportunity to share your thoughts, ask questions, and engage in informal Annual Meeting
discussions on important topics, including Everyone Outreach and the NLHS Service

Scholarship Fund. Whether you’re a youth or an adult, your voice matters, and
2) Pastor’s Devotion

we welcome your input.

Please note: there will be no Adult Bible Study that day, so we encourage 3) Calendar

everyone to attend and be part of the conversation. Sunday School and Teen Livestream Information

Bible Study will still be held as usual.
If you plan to attend offsite, ask a council member for information on how 4) Women’s Hospitality
to join online. Group

. . Camp Phillip Delegate
Annual Congregational Meeting 2 AuzitorspNeedegd

Sunday, January 18 at 10:30 am
All members are invited to attend our Annual Congregational Meeting! This

Attendance &

Financial Updates
is a great opportunity to hear updates, stay informed about the ministry we

share, and see how our church is moving forward. Voting members will discuss Birthdays/Anniversaries
and take action on congregational matters and elect men to serve in the 5) Upcoming Fellowship
following two-year council positions: Vice President, Secretary, Board of Church Events:
Properties Chair, Fellowship Chair, and Evangelism Chair. The Board of Christian Game Night
Education Chair will be elected to a one-year term. Souper Bow!

A slate of nominees and the meeting agenda will be posted on the bulletin Lent Meals
board near the elevator for your review. Bowling

If you’d like to attend online, please contact any council member for the
link. Everyone Outreach

We hope to see you there!
6) Men of His Word

Special Service Men’s Conference

Pastor Jeff Grundmeier from Northland Lutheran High School, will be our .
Advent Pictures

guest preacher on January 25, for a worship service including the choir from

NLHS. After fellowship time, Pastor Grundmeier will give a presentation.
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On the eighth day, when it was time to circumcise him, he was named Jesus,
the name the angel had given him before he had been conceived. (Luke 2:21)

Minor Festival: The Name of Jesus

You may agree or disagree with me, but New Year’s Day is not a huge day of celebration. Many people
celebrate New Year’s Eve by going out to eat, to party, and to stay up late to see the new year; therefore
New Year’s Day is a day to sleep in and not do anything. But New Year’s Day is a day for us Christians to
celebrate in a way we might never think of. If you go into your hymnals on page VII, you will see Minor
Festivals and Occasions that have been celebrated by the Christian Church throughout time. The minor
festival on New Year’s Day is the Name of Jesus.

Why exactly do we celebrate the Name of Jesus, and why on this day? On December 25™ we celebrate Jesus’
birth. Jesus being a Jew means that he would be circumcised on the eighth day. The reason this happened
was because God demanded the Jews, “On the eighth day the boy is to be circumcised.” (Leviticus 12:3). This
was God’s law for the Jewish people.

So why should we even celebrate this? Why make this a minor festival for our church? There are two reasons
why. First, this proves to us that Jesus came to fulfill the Law in every way. Although Jesus our God is above
the law, he humbled himself in every way like us to keep the law. Second, think of what the picture of
circumcision portrays. Circumcision portrays something being cut off. For the Jewish people, the physical sign
of circumcision meant that they were cut off from the rest of the world as a sign that they were established
to be God’s chosen people. But Scripture provides another reason for this picture of circumcision, “The LORD
your God will circumcise your hearts and the hearts of your descendants, so that you may love him with all
your heart and with all your soul, and live.” (Deuteronomy 30:6).

Therefore, ultimately the picture of circumcision portrays our sinful nature being cut away from us. But how
can this be? We are born as sinners. We live our lives as sinners. We will die because we are sinners. So how
can the sinful nature be cut away from us? Well, this is why we celebrate the minor festival of Jesus’
circumcision and his name. Jesus shared in our humanity in every way, even being circumcised for us. He
fulfilled the law in every way for us. And the very name of Jesus, which he was given on the eighth day of his
life, means Savior.

This is our hope and joy, not only as we celebrate a new year, but in each and every year of our lives. Although
New Year’s Day may not be a huge celebration for you, rejoice in the minor festival of Jesus’ name and the
hope that he brings.

- Pastor Neal Behm
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Pastor presentation

January 2026 View the most up to date calendar at christmerrill.com
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday |[Thursday| Friday |Saturday
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
9:00 am Worship 9:00 am 7:30 pm Teen
(Holy Communion) Adult Bible Study Swing Retreat
Dancing @ Camp
Phillip
(Fri-Sun)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:00 am Worship 6:00 pm 6:30 pm 9:00 am 5:30 pm
10:30 am Sunday School Eﬂoeuerlci:rl]l Men's Bible Study | Adult Bible Study Pizza
10:30 am Teen Bible Study & |6:30pm 6:30 Game
10:30 am Open Forum Women's Night
Discipleship Group
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
9:00 am Worship 2:00 pm 9:00 am
(Holy Communion) Worship @ Bell Adult Bible Study
Tower
10:30 am Sunday School
10:30 am Teen Bible Study
10:30 am Annual Meeting
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
9:00 am Worship i;)ol a;u s 9:00 am
10:30 am Sunday School ult Bible Study Women's
10:30 am Teen Bible Study Hospitality
10:30 am Northland Lutheran Group

8:00 am Sundays - worship service on the radio (96.3FM, 730AM)
9:00 am Sundays - worship service online at youtube.com/@christmerrill

Lutheran

WORSHIP LIVESTREAM:

Church  provides
livestream broadcast during many of the

an

Sunday services (2:00 am). The service is
simultaneously streamed to a TV in the
lower level of the church for anyone not
able to be in the sanctuary.

Christ Ew.

internet

youtube.com/@christmerrill

Subscribe to the YouTube channel

streaming schedule.

to pet updates about the live
The videaos
are available on the channel to
watch at one's convenience.

<

You
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https://www.youtube.com/@christmerrill
http://www.christmerrill.com/default.asp?sec_id=180003583

WOMEN'’S HOSPITALITY GROUP will be
meeting on Friday, January 30 and Friday,
February 27 from 9:00 to 10:30 am in the
lower level of the church near the library. We
will continue our study on Biblical Hospitality
and create care packages for the teenagers
and twenty-somethings in our congregation.

CAMP PHILLIP DELEGATE NEEDED

At our upcoming Annual Congregational
Meeting on Sunday, January 18 at 10:30 am,
the congregation will be electing a second
delegate to represent Christ Lutheran at
Camp Phillip for 2026.

Camp Phillip provides a valuable ministry
to our youth and families, and our delegates
play an important role by staying informed,
sharing updates with the congregation, and
participating in Camp Phillip’s annual
meeting.

If you are interested in serving or would
like more information about what this role
involves, please speak with any church
council member prior to the meeting. All
voting members are encouraged to attend

and take part in this election.

AUDITORS NEEDED

Each year we appoint two members
(other than the Treasurer) to serve as
financial auditors for our congregation. This
role involves reviewing the church’s financial
records to help ensure everything is accurate
and handled responsibly.

If you are willing to help or would like to
suggest someone, please contact Scott. Thank
you for considering this important way to
serve.

THE MESSENGER

CHURCH FINANCIAL UPDATE
Our Offerings to the Lord (1/1 through 11/30/25)

Approved budget: $154,050

Actual offerings: $128,796

Actual spending: $136,809

Missions: $15,400

Northland Lutheran High School: $5,322

Thank you for your continued support of our gospel
work here and beyond. For more information see the
Treasurer Report posted near the elevator.

Spiritual Growth Weekly Averages November
Guests at Worship 7
Bell Tower Worship 11
Sunday Adult Bible Study 17
Wednesday Bible Study 11
Men’s Bible Study 4
Women'’s Discipleship Group 6
Sunday School 2
Teen Bible Study 4
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1 Decylin C. 5 Tom M. 25 Christy C.

3 Henry M. 6 DianeT. 28 Mike S.

4 Allie M. 13 Tracy H. 29 Corey M.

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
17 Joe & Kathleen P.
22 Dave & Donna P.
29 Scott & Colleen S.
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Upcoming Fellowship Events:

GAME NIGHT Friday, January 16. Everyone is welcome for a meal at 5:30 pm (pizza provided) and games to
start at 6:30 pm. Bring a game to play or just bring yourself for a fun evening.

SOUPER BOWL Sunday, February 8. Everyone is invited to enter their favorite soup recipe in the competition
and to taste all the entries and vote for your favorite. The meal begins at 11:30 am in the church fellowship area.

LENT POTLUCK MEALS Wednesdays beginning February 18 at 5:15 pm. Worship services follow at 6:30 pm.

BOWLING Sunday, March 15 at 2:00 pm at Lincoln Lanes with a restaurant meal to follow.

EVERYONE OUTREACH

BUILDING A CONGREGATIONAL OUTREACH CULTURE

Save the Date for the Everyone Outreach workshop!
Our church is participating in an exciting new program called Everyone Outreach.

The program will help us build a culture of outreach so that every ministry and every member is encouraged
and equipped to reach the lost in our community.

Everyone Outreach kicks off with a 1-day workshop on Saturday, March 7. The interactive workshop will help
us discover some of our hidden thought habits that may keep us from being active in outreach. Then, we will
learn ways to change those thought habits so that, as a result, our outreach actions change as well. Each
participant will leave the workshop with sustainable ways to personally help build our congregation’s outreach
culture.

Questions? Visit everyoneoutreach.com or contact Jacob M.

We encourage every member of our congregation to attend the workshop and participate. In fact, the more
members that attend, the more likely it is that our culture shift will be successful!
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et UNDER s

REGISTER AT:
menofhisword.org :

Men of His Word Conference

Men of His Word is a one-day Christian men’s conference for men and young men, taking place on Saturday,
February 21, in Oshkosh. The conference is designed to equip Christian men to take an active leadership role within
their families, congregations, and communities.

This event brings men together to discuss relevant, real-life issues and offers practical encouragement and
resources to strengthen faith at home and in the church.

We are planning to register as a Christ Lutheran group and explore carpooling options. Men who are interested
in attending are asked to let Willi know by January 25 so group registration can be arranged.

Scholarship funds are available to help cover the cost of group registration by completing a simple form. Forms
are located in the wall letter tray next to the education bulletin board. Men may also choose to pay their portion if
they prefer. This is a great opportunity—especially for men who have never attended this conference—to participate
and get connected.

For more information about the conference, visit www.menofhisword.org/oshkosh.html

Left to Right:
Cindy, Leon,
Diane, Pastor
Behm, Jennifer,
Marion, Bill,
Renee, Ken,
Ellen
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